
Section 410 - Licenses 
410.01   License Required. 
Subd. 3   Chickens License. All chickens within the City of Arden Hills, except as hereinafter 
provided, shall be licensed. 

A. Application. Within thirty (30) days after acquiring possession of a chicken which has not
been licensed by the City of Arden Hills, the owner of the chicken(s) shall make application for a 
chickens license. The application shall be on forms provided by the City of Arden Hills. If the 
Applicant is a renter, the Property Owner signature shall be required on the license application 
form. 

B. Neighbor Notification. The Applicant shall be responsible for providing written
notification to the neighbors immediately adjacent to the property of their intent to keep 
chickens. As part of the application review, the prospective license holder shall certify that they 
have provided the required written notification of their intent to keep chickens. 

C. License Fee. The license fee must be submitted with the application. The fee will be
established by City Council Resolution. 

D. Duration of License. A two year license shall be issued.
E. Issuance of License. Upon completion of the application form and receipt of the license

fee, the City Administrator shall cause a chicken license to be issued to the applicant subject to: 
(1) No more than six (6) hens shall be housed or kept on any one (1) residential lot with the

issuance of a City license. 
(2) Dead chickens must be disposed of according to the Minnesota Board of Animal Health

rules which require chicken carcasses to be disposed of as soon as possible after death, usually 
within forty-eight (48) to seventy-two (72) hours. Legal forms of chicken carcass disposal 
include burial, off-site incineration and/or rendering. 

(3) Prior to issuance of a license, the prospective license holder certifies as part of the
application review that they have read “Keeping of Chickens Informational Handout.” 

F. The following are prohibited within the City of Arden Hills for chickens:
(1) Roosters are prohibited.
(2) No breeding of chickens is allowed.
(3) Slaughtering of chickens on the property is prohibited.

Section 1325 – General Regulations 
1325.07   Performance Standards. 
A. Location for Buildings Housing Farm Animals. Any building in which farm animals are kept
shall be located a distance of two hundred (200) feet or more from any lot line. Any open
structure in which farm animals are kept shall be a distance of four hundred (400) feet or more
from any lot line, except for chicken coops and bee hives in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts
provided the following requirements are met:
Chicken Coops

(1) A coop, separate from other structures, is required to house the chickens. Coops must
be constructed and maintained to meet the following minimum requirements: 

a. A coop with a minimum of 20 square feet and no larger than 36 square feet is
permitted as an accessory structure subject to Section 1325.01. Subd. 4 A. for Size. 
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            b.   Exemption to Ordinance - A residential property with a detached garage and an 
accessory structure/shed will be allowed a third accessory structure for keeping chickens. The 
combined square footage of all three detached structures may not exceed 728 square feet. 
            c.   Located in the rear yard. Chicken coop, pen, and optional exercise yard are not 
permitted in the front or side yard. 
            d.   Setbacks are subject to applicable accessory structure setbacks of the underlying 
zoning district. In no instance shall the coop be located in front of the rear building line of the 
principal structure. 
            e.   The outer limit of the coop including pen shall be located closer to the principal 
dwelling upon the property that is issued a license than any other residential dwelling on an 
abutting property and shall in no instance be located less than ten (10) feet from the property line 
and no closer than twenty-five (25) feet to any public trail or walkway. 
            f.   Climate control – adequate ventilation and/or insulation shall be provided to maintain 
the coop temperature. Prior to issuance of a new license, the prospective license holder must 
provide a plan for maintaining an adequate temperature in the coop for safety of the fowl or 
poultry. The plan must address both extreme winter and summer temperature conditions. 
            g.   Rodent proof – coop construction, all grain and food, and materials must be adequate 
to prevent access by rodents. 
            h.   Coops shall be constructed and maintained in a workmanlike manner. 
            i.   Chickens must not be housed in a residential house or an attached or detached garage. 
         (2)   A pen is required. The pen must be constructed and maintained to meet the following 
minimum standard: 
            a.   The pen shall be located adjacent to the coop and fenced with adequate coverage to 
keep hens in and predators out. 
            b.   Minimum size per bird shall be 10 square feet of floor space. 
         (3)   An exercise yard is optional. This area must be located adjacent to the chicken coop 
and pen and chickens must be supervised by the licensee while in an exercise yard. 
         (4)   The licensee shall be responsible for cleaning up the chicken keeping areas and 
disposing of waste in a sanitary manner. Chicken feces must not be composted on site. 
         (5)   Hens, coop, pen, and optional exercise yard shall not be kept in such a manner as to 
constitute a nuisance to the occupants of adjacent property. 
         (6)   Any violation of the above conditions, (i.e. roaming chickens outside of proper 
enclosure, uncontrolled odor), if not remedied within 10 days, may result in revocation of the 
license. 
         (7)   If the license holder does not renew the chicken license, and the coop was licensed as 
an allowed third accessory structure for chickens, the coop/third structure cannot be repurposed 
for a storage structure, and the homeowner shall have 60 days to remove any coop, pen, and 
exercise yard associated with the keeping of chickens in its entirety. If the homeowner/license 
holder fails to perform the above, the City may enter upon the subject property, remove the coop, 
pen, and exercise yard from the homeowner’s property, and charge the amount back to the 
homeowner as an assessment on the property tax roll. If the coop was licensed as an allowed 
second accessory structure, and the property complies with the accessory structure requirements, 
the structure may be repurposed for a storage structure. 
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Chicken Run Rescue

Eastern Shore Sanctuary and Education Center
Farm Sanctuary

The Humane Society of the United States
Sunnyskies Bird and Animal Sanctuary

United Poultry Concerns
Woodstock Farm Animal Sanctuary
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*(,(&2"+)0"M4%,0")(*2*"+)0"@%,,"(-()"5+1D&%5+2("%)"&+1%)/";.1"2$("8.4)/9"W$(8"+,*."+&2"+*"5(+&("'((5(1*"2."
%)2(1-()("%)"0%*542(*"2$+2"&+)"0(-(,.5"M(2@(()"a.&'"=(=M(1*9"[..*2(1*"@%,,"*2+12"2."&1.@"+)0"0%*5,+8"
&.41D)/"M($+-%.1*"+2"+M.42"<"=.)2$*".;"+/(9"f2"%*"(**()D+,"2."/()2,8"$+)0,("+"1..*2(1".)"+"0+%,8"M+*%*"2."
(*2+M,%*$"2$+2"8.4"+1("2$("a.&'",(+0(1"FL,5$+K"+)0"=+%)2+%)"+"@(,,!*.&%+,%X(0"&.=5+)%.)9

W$("$()*"*5()0"2$(%1"D=("*&1+2&$%)/";.1";..0>"04*2"M+2$%)/>"51(()%)/>"5,+8%)/"+)0")+55%)/9"h()*"M(/%)"
2.",+8"(//*"+2"+M.42"<"=.)2$*".;"+/(9"h()*"%)"2$("@%,0"51.04&(".),8"+";(@"&,42&$(*".;"(//*"+"8(+1";.1"2$("
*.,("5415.*(".;"1(51.04&D.)9"o.=(*D&+2(0"$()*"$+-("M(()"M1(0"2.",+8".)("(//"+"0+8>"M42"M8"6?"=.)2$*"
.;"+/(>"(//!,+8%)/";1(C4()&8"/()(1+,,8"0%=%)%*$(*>"+)0"=+)8"+04,2".1"*()%.1"$()*"*2.5",+8%)/"+,2./(2$(19"

#$%&'()*"+1("*.&%+M,(>"&$((1;4,"+)0"%)2(,,%/()2"&1(+241(*"@$."&+)";.1=",%;(,.)/"M.)0*"@%2$"(+&$".2$(1"
+)0".2$(1"*5(&%(*"%)&,40%)/"$4=+)*>"0./*"+)0"&+2*9"Y(&+4*(".;"2$(%1"'(()"%)2(,,%/()&("+)0"%)*D)&D-("
5$8*%&+,"+&D-%28>"2$(8")((0"+"*D=4,+D)/"()-%1.)=()2"2$+2"=%=%&*"+*"=4&$"+*"5.**%M,("2$("1%&$"+)0"
0%-(1*("@.1,0")+241("0(*%/)(0"2$(="2."()Q.89

#$$/̀ ,/"&`,!(&1"V,"a"!#*+",X(!'
!h.4*%)/"+)0"%);1+*214&241(9"W$("51%=+18"5415.*(".;"5.4,218"$.4*%)/"%*"2."51.2(&2"a.&'*"+/+%)*2"+0-(1*("
@(+2$(1"+)0"51(0+2.1*"F&.8.2(>";.P>"*21+8"0./*>"1+&&..)*"+)0"1+52.1*K9,S(+2$(1"%*".;"&1%D&+,"&.)&(1)"%)"
2$("B55(1"k%0@(*2>"@$(1("*4==(1*"&+)"M("(P21(=(,8"$.2"+)0"@%)2(1*"M%U(1,8"&.,09"h.4*%)/"=4*2"
51.-%0("*$+0(";1.="*4)"+)0"&.-(1";1.="1+%)9"f2"=4*2"M("+M,("2."@%2$*2+)0"$%/$"@%)0*"+)0"*).@",.+0*"%;"%2"
%*"2."M("4*(0";.1"8(+1!1.4)0".5(1+D.)9"W$(*("M+*%&"$.4*%)/"&.)*%0(1+D.)*"+55,8"2."+,,"5.4,2189p

"#$%&'()*+$%(*,-).*/*0%123*'$*4-5-63735'*/&'3(5-893:*;$(*'<3*=>>3(*412?3:'@*k%))(*.2+"
o(5+12=()2".;"L/1%&4,241(>"HJJ\,
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#$$/.*A<3*<$%:3@*B&$:32*:'(%B'%(3*$(*35B&$:32*($$7*?<1B<*>($9123:*:<3&'3(*;($7*B$&2@*<3-'@*?152@*(-15@*
:5$?*-52*>(32-'$(:*;$(*>($'3B'32*($$:856@*53:856@*;332156*-52*?-'3(156*:>-B3C
#EF:QAHJSEF,_,%7Q9AC7G:,q"#..5*"&+)"M("541&$+*(0"1(+08"=+0(".1"%)"'%2*>"&.)*214&2(0"@%2$%)"+)""
(P%*D)/"*214&241(".1"M4%,2";1.="*&1+2&$9"l.&+,"M4%,0%)/"&.0(*"*$.4,0"M(";.,,.@(0"2."51(-()2"0+=+/(";1.="
*).@>"@%)0>"(2&9"&$)"_"1+MM%2"$42&$(*>"5,+*D&"%/,..*>"0./"$.4*(*"+)0"*4&$"+1(").2"+551.51%+2("
*214&241(*9
!9bHCA9N,P97QHA9:U
+Cc9_"7"*C9";((2".;"a..1"*5+&("=%)%=4="%*"1(C4%1(0"5(1"M%10";.1"2$("%)2(1%.1"F+)"+1(+"H"T"P"H"T"5(1"M%10K9"
A.>";.41"M%10*"@%,,")((0"+"&..5"@%2$"+)"%)*%0("a..1"*5+&(".;"+2",(+*2"7"T"P"7"T>").2"%)&,40%)/")(*2"M.P(*9"
g42*%0("0%=()*%.)*"*$.4,0"M("+M.42"\"T"P"\"T"P"<"T"$%/$9"g-(1&1.@0%)/"%*"2$("=.*2"&.==.)"&+4*(".;"
M($+-%.1"51.M,(=*>"%)Q418"+)0"0%*(+*(9"#..5*"*$.4,0"M("$%/$"().4/$";.1"+"$4=+)"2."*2+)0"45"
&.=;.12+M,8";.1"&,(+)%)/>"=+%)2()+)&("+)0"(//"&.,,(&D.)9"f2"+,*."+,,.@*";.1"+00%D.)+,"1..*D)/9"
W(=5(1+=()2"+)0"*.&%+,"*214&241(*"*$.4,0"M("2+'()"%)2."+&&.4)2>"+)0"5+1DD.)*"*$.4,0"M("+-+%,+M,(";.1"
M%10*"@$."+1("*%&'>"%)Q41(0".1",.@(1"%)"2$("5(&'%)/".10(19
(JJ9::,QE,9G9JQACJCQBU,)IC:"%*"1(C4%1(0"%)";1(("*2+)0%)/"*214&241(*9"
-GEEAU"W$("a..1"*$.4,0").2"&.,,(&2"+)0"$.,0"=.%*241(>"*$.4,0"M("(+*8"2."&,(+)>"*$.4,0"1(2+%)"$(+2"%)"&.,0"
@(+2$(1"+)0"*$.4,0"(P&,40("1.0()2*E51(0+2.1*9"L"0%12"a..1"01+@*"$(+2"+@+8"+)0"%*").2"(+*8"2."&,(+)".1"
2."1.0()2E51(0+2.1!51..;9"L"@..0"a..1"%*"+0(C4+2(>"51.-%0(0"%2"%*"+2",(+*2"+";..2".b"2$("/1.4)0>"
%)*4,+2(0"+)0"*(+,(0"51.5(1,83"M42"%2"%*"0%O&4,2"2."*+)%DX("M(&+4*("%2"%*"5.1.4*9""L"&.)&1(2("a..1"%*"%0(+,"
*%)&("%2"0%*&.41+/(*"1.0()2*E51(0+2.1*"+)0"%*"(+*8"2."*+)%DX(9"[(/+10,(**".;"2$("a..1"285(>"M(00%)/"
*21(@)".)"2$("*41;+&("%*")((0(0"%*"2."+M*.1M"=.%*2";(&+,"=+U(1"+)0";+&%,%2+2("&,(+)%)/9"l(+-(*".1"@..0"
*$+-%)/*"@.1'"M(*2"+)0"&+)"M("&.=5.*2(0".1"(+*%,8"M+//(0"+)0"0%*5.*(0".;"+*"*.,%0"@+*2(9"
[7GG:<,k+2(1%+,*"2$+2"+1("1(*%*2+)2"2."=.%*241("+)0"=.,0"+)0"(+*%,8"&,(+)(0"+1("M(*29"#$(=%&+,,8"21(+2(0"
=+2(1%+,*"*$.4,0"M(").)2.P%&9"L"/..0"&.=5.4)0"@%2$"+)D";4)/+,"+/()2*"%*"/..0";.1"$4=%0"+1(+*9"#,(+1"
-+1)%*$"%*"+,*."/..09":-(182$%)/"*$.4,0"M("21(+2(0".1"5+%)2(0"M(;.1("%2"%*"+**(=M,(09"S..0()"*214&241(*"
*$.4,0"M("01+T";1(("+)0"M4%,2"@%2$"0.4M,("@+,,*"2$+2"$+-("+2",(+*2"6"6EH"%)&$"%)*4,+D.)",+8(1"M(2@(()"
2$(=9
!EEP_""W$("&..5"1..;"*$.4,0"M("=+0(".;"+"=+2(1%+,"2$+2"@%,,").2"&.,,(&2"+)0"$.,0"$(+2"+)0"*$.4,0"M("M4%,2"
@%2$"0.4M,("@+,,*"2$+2"$+-("+2",(+*2"6"6EH"%)&$"%)*4,+2(0",+8(1"M(2@(()"2$(=9"W$("1..;"*41;+&("*$.4,0"M("
&.-(1(0"@%2$"+)"%)*4,+D)/"2+1"5+5(1"2."51.2(&2"%2";1.="$(+-8"1+%)*9"W$("1..;"*$.4,0"M("*,%/$2,8"%)&,%)(0>"
2."+,,.@"@+2(1"2."14)".b9"L)".-(1$+)/"+2"2$(";1.)2"@+,,"@%,,"51.2(&2";1.="0.@)5.41*9"L";(@"*=+,,"
.5()%)/*"+,.)/"2$("(+-(*"+,,.@"=.%*241("2."(*&+5("+)0"51.-%0(";1(*$"+%19
'EEA:_"g)("$4=+)!*%X(0"0..1"%*")((0(0";.1"0+%,8"+&&(**9"o..1*";.1"&$%&'()*"*$.4,0"M("Q4*2",+1/("().4/$"
;.1"2$(",+1/(*2"M%10"+)0"&+)"M("5.*%D.)(0"+)8@$(1(";1.="/1.4)0",(-(,"2."+M.42"H";((2"$%/$"@%2$"+"*2+M,("
1+=5"@%2$"&,(+2*9"#$%&'()*"+1("/1.4)0"0@(,,(1*>").2"5+11.2*3*=+,,"0..1*"+2"$(%/$2*"/1(+2(1"2$+)"I";((2"
@%2$"a%=*8>"4)*2+M,(",+00(1*"+1(").2"+551.51%+2(9"o..1*"=4*2"M("+M,("2."M("*(&41(0"+/+%)*2"51(0+2.1*"+2"
)%/$29
[CFNEY:_"#$%&'()*",.-("@%)0.@*"+)0")((0")+241+,",%/$29"o.4M,("/,+X(";.1"@+1=2$9"#.-(1"@%2$"6EHp"
=(2+,"*&1(()"*."2$(8"&+)"M(".5()(0";.1"-()D,+D.)"%)"$.2"@(+2$(19"L,,.@".)("*C4+1(";..2".;"@%)0.@";.1"
(+&$"6J"*C4+1(";((2".;"a..1"*5+&(9
!EE:Q:U,l4=M(1".1"M1+)&$(*"&+)"M("4*(09"W$(8"*$.4,0"M("*21.)/"().4/$"+)0"=.4)2(0"*(&41(,8"().4/$"
2."$.,0"+,,"M%10*9"W$("*41;+&("*$.4,0"M("1.4/$";.1"/..0"/1%5"@%2$")."*5,%)2(1*".1"*$+15"(0/(*9"i.1"=(0%4="
*%X(0"M%10*>"Hp".1"7r"a+2".1"6"6EHp"0%+=(2(1"%*"M(*2";.1";..2"&.=;.129"W$(",.)/(1"2$("1..*2>"2$("M(U(1"%2"@%,,"
51(-()2"&.=5(DD.)9"W$(8"*$.4,0"M("*(2"6?p";1.="2$("@+,,>"H"!I";((2".b"2$("a..19"f;"=.4)2(0"$%/$(1>"
14)/"*2(5*"+1(")((0(0>"*5+&(0"?!6H"%)&$(*"+5+129"W$("+00%D.)".;"+"01.55%)/"M.+10"4)0(1)(+2$"+)0"+)"
(,(-+2(0"1..*2"@%,,"&.,,(&2"01.55%)/*"+)0"'((5"a..1"*5+&("M(,.@"&,(+)"+)0"%)$+M%2+M,(9
#GCR7Q9U,A$(,2(1*"*$.4,0"M("'(52"+2"+"&.=;.12+M,("2(=5(1+241(";.1"2$("+)%=+,*9"L&&.10%)/"2."2$(""k%))9"
o(529".;"L/1%&4,241(>"rk%)%=4="W(=5(1+241("\\sFiK">"=+P%=4="2(=5(1+241("cJs
FiK9p"FfM%09K" " "
W$("&..5"*$.4,0"M("$(+2(0"2."=+%)2+%)"+"2(=5(1+241("+M.-("IHt"i"041%)/"2$("&.,0(*2"5+12".;"2$("@%)2(1"
+)0"&..,(0"M(,.@"?\t"i"%)"2$("$.U(*2"5+12".;"2$("*4==(19
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Y(,.@"IHt"i>"M%10*"+1("4)&.=;.12+M,("+)0"&+)).2"=+%)2+%)"M.08"2(=5(1+241(9"Y(,.@"6\ti>";1.*2M%2("
M(/%)*>"+)0"$85.2$(1=%+"%)&1(+*(*9"g%,!".1"@+2(1!V,,(0"*+;(28"$(+2(1*"F%9(9"M1+)0*"d(,.)%*>"o(l.)/$%>"
h.)(8@(,,K"+1("&.=5,(2(,8"&,.*(0>""*(+,(0"*8*2(=*"2$+2"14)".)"(,(&21%&%289"W$(".%,"%*"$(+2(0";1.="@%2$%)"
+)0"2$("$(+2"%*"1+0%+)2>"*."2$(1("+1(")."(P5.*(0"$(+D)/"(,(=()2*"2."&1(+2("0+)/(1.4*"51.M,(=*"(-()"%;"
2$(8"D5".-(19"h(+2",+=5*"*$.4,0".),8"M("4*(0"@%2$"(P21(=("&+4D.)"+)0"*$.4,0"M("V1=,8"+U+&$(0"+2"
,(+*2"I";((2";1.="+)%=+,*"+)0";+1";1.="+)8"a+==+M,("%2(=>"(*5(&%+,,8"018"*21+@".1"M(00%)/9"A=.'("
+,+1=*"+1("$%/$,8"1(&.==()0(09":P21+"M(00%)/"*$.4,0"M("+-+%,+M,("2."'((5"+)%=+,*"@+1="+)0"
&.=;.12+M,("%)"&.,0"*(+*.)*9"
Y(2@(()"c\t"+)0"?\t"i>"5+)D)/"+)0"0($801+D.)"M(/%)`"+M.-("?\t"i>"$(+2"*21(**"+)0"0+)/(1".;"$(+2"
51.*21+D.)"%)&1(+*(*9"
]9FSG7SEFU,o..1*>"@%)0.@*"+)0"-()2*")(+1"2$("&(%,%)/"*455,8".P8/()>"1(=.-("$(+2";1.="M1(+2$%)/>"
1(=.-("=.%*241(";1.="M1(+2$"+)0"01.55%)/*>"1(=.-("$+1=;4,"/+**(*"+)0"04*2"5+1D&,(*>"+)0"0%,42("
0%*(+*(!&+4*%)/>"+%1M.1)(".1/+)%*=*9"i+)*"*$.4,0"M("51.-%0(0";.1"$.U(*2"@(+2$(19
0C8IQU,^+241+,",%/$2";1.="@%)0.@*"+)0E.1"*'8,%/$2*"+1("1(C4%1(09"#+)"M("*455,(=()2(0"@%2$";4,,"*5(&214="
%)&+)0(*&()2",%/$2"2.";.,,.@").1=+,"*(+*.)+,",%/$2"&8&,(*"+)0";.1"&,(+)%)/"+)0"=+%)2()+)&(9"W$("
=%)%=4=",%/$2"%)2()*%28"8.4"*$.4,0"51.-%0("*$.4,0"M("().4/$"2."&,(+1,8"*(("2$("$()*";((0"@$()"
*2+)0%)/".-(1"2$(";((0(19"
-99N9A:U,i..0"1(&(52+&,(*"*$.4,0"M("=+0(".;").)!&.11.*%-("=+2(1%+,"2$+2"%*"(+*%,8"&,(+)(0>"=%)%=%X(*"
*5%,,+/(>"51(-()2*"&.)2+=%)+D.)"@%2$"01.55%)/*"+)0"'((5*";..0"0189"W$("&.)2+%)(1*"*$.4,0"M(",+1/("
().4/$";.1"+,,"2$("M%10*"2."&.=;.12+M,8"(+2"+2".)&(".1")4=(1.4*"().4/$"2."51(-()2"&.=5(DD.)".1"
%)D=%0+D.)9"l+1/(>"$(+-8>"14MM(1";((0"M4&'(2*"@.1'")%&(,89"h+)/%)/"0%*$(*".1";((0(1*"@.1'"+*"@(,,"+)0"
*$.4,0"M("$4)/"+2"+M.42"2$(",(-(,".;"2$("M%10Z*"M+&'9"f;"0%*$(*"+1(".42*%0("2$("&..5>"2$(8"*$.4,0"M("*(2"
4)0(1"+)".-(1$+)/"2."'((5"2$(="018"@$()"%2"1+%)*9
[7Q9A9A:_"S+2(1"1(&(52+&,(*"*$.4,0"M("=+0(".;").)!&.11.*%-("=+2(1%+,"2$+2"&+)"M("&,(+)(0"+)0"
0%*%);(&2(0"@%2$"+"*.,4D.)".;"&$,.1%)("M,(+&$>"51(-()2"&.)2+=%)+D.)"@%2$"01.55%)/*"+)0"%*"*5%,,"+)0",(+'"
51..;9"W$("&.)2+%)(1*"*$.4,0"M(",+1/("().4/$";.1"+,,"2$("M%10*"2."&.=;.12+M,8"01%)'"+2".)&("+)0"$.,0"
().4/$"@+2(1";.1"+,,"M%10*";.1"+)"()D1("0+89"W$(8"*$.4,0"M("*,%/$2,8"5.*%D.)(0"$%/$(1"2$+)"2$(";((0(1".1"
;+1"().4/$"+@+8"2."51(-()2"&.)2+=%)+D.)"@%2$";..09
&9:QOE^9:<,g)(")(*2"M.P"%*")((0(0";.1"(-(18"I"$()*9"L"6HpS"P"6Hpo"P"67ph"M.P"%*"=.*2"-(1*+D,(9"
#$%&'()*"51(;(1"@..0()")(*2"M.P(*"@%2$"&.-(1(0".5()%)/";.1"51%-+&8"5,+&(0".)".1"+*",.@"2."2$("a..1"+*"
5.**%M,(9"f;"*(2"$%/$(1>"2$(8"1(C4%1("+"5(1&$"%)";1.)2".;"2$(".5()%)/9"W$(8"*$.4,0"M("V,,(0"@%2$"H!7"%)&$(*"
.;"*21+@>",%U(1>".1"/1+**9""W$(8"51(;(1"2.")(*2"%)"2$("*.42$(+*2"&.1)(1".;"2$("*214&241("@$()(-(1"5.**%M,(9

/"&.*A<3*>35*1:*-*;35B32*-(3-*:%(($%52156*'<3*B$$>*'<-'*>($9123:*:3B%(3*-BB3::*'$*3D3(B1:3@*:%5&16<'@*
3-('<*-52*9363'-8$5*-52*1:*;(33&)*-9-1&-E&3*'$*'<3*E1(2:*?<35*'<3)*-(3*%5:%>3(91:32C*F'*1:*B$5:'(%B'32*'$*
>(3935'*'<3*E1(2:G*3:B->3*-52*>(3935':*35'()*E)*15'(%23(:H>(32-'$(:C
#EF:QAHJSEF,_,%7Q9AC7G:,q"u())(,"5()*"&+)"M("541&$+*(0"1(+08!=+0(".1"%)"'%2*>".1"M4%,2";1.="*&1+2&$9"
l.&+,"M4%,0%)/"&.0(*"*$.4,0"M(";.,,.@(0"2."51(-()2"0+=+/(";1.="*).@>"@%)0>"(2&9""W(=5(1+=()2"+)0"
*.&%+,"*214&241(*".;"a.&'"*$.4,0"M("2+'()"%)2."+&&.4)2>"+)0"5+1DD.)*"*$.4,0"M("+-+%,+M,(";.1"M%10*"@$."
+1("*%&'>"%)Q41(0".1",.@(1"%)"2$("5(&'%)/".10(19
!9bHCA9N,P97QHA9:U
+Cc9U,6J"*C9";((2".;"a..1"*5+&("F+)"+1(+".;"I"T"P"I9I"TK"=%)%=4="5(1"M%10""%*"1(C4%1(0>"*."7"M%10*"@%,,")((0"
a..1"*5+&(".;"+2",(+*2"<";((2"P"c";((29"f;"2$("&..5"%*"+0Q+&()2"2."2$("5()>"+2",(+*2"+"<"P"6H";..2"*5+&("%)"+"
8+10"%*")((0(09"f;"2$("&..5"%*"(,(-+2(0"H";((2"*."2$("&$%&'()*"&+)"4*("2$("*5+&("4)0(1)(+2$>"2$("&..5"+)0"
5()"&+)".&&458"*.=(>"M42").2"+,,>".;"2$("*+=(";..251%)29"h+-%)/"=.*2".;"2$("5()""%)"0((5"*$+0("+,,".;"2$("
D=("%*"&.)04&%-("2."4)$(+,2$8"M+&2(1%+,"+)0";4)/+,"0(-(,.5=()29"W$("5()"*$.4,0"M("$%/$"().4/$";.1"
8.4"2."*2+)0"45"&.=;.12+M,8";.1"&,(+)%)/>"=+%)2()+)&(>"&+5241("+)0"+,*."2."+,,.@";.1"+00%D.)+,"1..*D)/9
+HO:QA7Q9U,#$..*("+"@(,,!01+%)(0"+1(+9"A4M*21+2("=+2(1%+,";.1"2$("5()"*$.4,0"M("&,(+)>").)2.P%&>"
M%.0(/1+0+M,(>"1(+0%,8"+-+%,+M,(>"%)(P5()*%-("+)0"1(5,+&(+M,(9"A%)&("%2"@%,,"M(&.=("&.=5+&2(0";1.=",%U,("
;((2"+)0"&.)2+=%)+2(0"M8"&.)&()21+2(0"01.55%)/*"+)0"5+1+*%2(*>"%2"@%,,")((0"2."M("1+'(0".42"+)0"
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1(5,+&(0";1(C4()2,8"2."1(04&(".0.1"+)0"a8"+&D-%289"d,+8!*+)0>",(+-(*>"=4)%&%5+,"@..0"&$%5*>"*.0"+)0"
$+10!@(+1%)/"/1.4)0"&.-(1"@.1'"@(,,9
%9Q7G,P9FJCF8,V,6A9N7QEA,JEFQAEGU"W$("285(".;";()&%)/"0(5()0*".)"@$+2"2$("=.*2",%'(,8"51(0+2.1*"+1("%)"
8.41"+1(+9"o./*>"1+2*>"1+&&..)*>"$+@'*"+)0"&.8.2(*"+1("2$("=.*2"51(-+,()2"%)"&%28")(%/$M.1$..0*>"M42"
.2$(1*"%)&,40(";.P>"=%)'>".5.**4=>"M.M&+2*>"*)+'(*>"@(+*(,*>";(11(2*>"V*$(1"+)0"=+12()9"f2Z*"M(*2"2."M4%,0"
2$("*21.)/(*2"0(2(11()2*"5.**%M,(9"#$+%)!,%)'"5+)(,*".1"@(,0(0".1"@.-()";()&%)/".)"+"*24108";1+=(>"
1(%);.1&(0"+2"2$("M.U.="@%2$"*=+,,!=(*$"=(2+,"@%1("2$+2"51(-()2*"51(0+2.1*";1.="24))(,%)/"4)0(1"2$("
;()&("@%,,"0%*&.41+/("=.*2"%)2140(1*9"[(/4,+1"%)*5(&D.)"%*"2$("'(8"2."*(&41%289
17Q9_"L"/+2("%*")((0(0";.1"(+*8"$4=+)"+&&(**9
#ET9AU,)I9,6()"*$.4,0"M("&.-(1(0"2."'((5"M%10*"%)"+)0"51(0+2.1*".429"W$("285(".;"&.-(1%)/")((0(0"@%,,"
0(5()0".)"2$("285(".;"51(0+2.1*9"#.-(1%)/"5+12".;"2$("5()"@%2$"+"1..;"*4&$"+*"&.114/+2(0"VM(1/,+**"&+)"
51.-%0("*$+0("+)0"1+%)"*$(,2(19
[CFNOA97KU,d1.-%0%)/"+"@%)0"+)0"*).@"M1(+'"@%,,"/%-("2$("M%10*"+"51.2(&2(0"+1(+"2."M(".420..1*"(-()"%)"
@%)2(19
+I7N9U,A$+0("=4*2"M("+-+%,+M,("+)0"&+)"M("51.-%0(0"M8"-(/(2+D.)".1"*21+2(/%&+,,8"5,+&(0"=+2(1%+,*9
'H:Q,O7QIU,W+'%)/"+"04*2"M+2$"%*"2$("&,.*(*2"2$%)/"2."$(+-()";.1"+"&$%&'()9"W$(8"0(1%-("5,(+*41("+)0"
&.)2()2=()2"M8"M+2$%)/"%)"2$("*4)"+)0"%)",..*(>"018"*.%,"0(51(**%.)*"%)"2$("0%12>"@$%&$"&,(+)*"2$(%1"
;(+2$(1*"+)0"1%0*"2$(=".;"5+1+*%2(*9"Y%10*"@%,,"4*4+,,8"0%/"2$(%1".@)"$.,(";.1"04*2"M+2$*9"u((5"2$("*.%,"%)"
2$("04*2"M+2$",..*(>"+)0"+00"5,+8!*+)0"%;"%2"%*"+"$(+-8"&,+8"*.%,9"L00%)/"+",%U,("5.4,218"04*2>"0%+2.=+&(.4*"
(+12$".1"@..0"+*$"%)&1(+*(*"2$("(b(&D-()(**".;"5+1+*%2("&.)21.,9"l+1/(>"$(+-8"14MM(1";((0"M4&'(2*"V,,(0"
@%2$"5,+8!*+)0"+1("+"@(,&.=("+00%D.)"2."2$("%)0..1"&..5"%)"2$("@%)2(19
"FACJIR9FQ,PHAFC:ICF8:U,W$(1("%*").2$%)/"*+00(1"2$+)"+"M+11()"5()>"@$()"&.=5+1(0"2."2$("1%&$"Q4)/,("
()-%1.)=()2"&$%&'()*"(-.,-(0"%)9"l.2*".;",+1/("M1+)&$(*>"*24=5*".1"5,+v.1=*"51.-%0("5,+&(*"2."/."+)0"
2$%)/*"2."0.>"+)0"2$(8",..'")+241+,"+)0"+U1+&D-("%)"2$("5()9"f)&,40("M4*$(*>"M.P(*".1".2$(1".MQ(&2*"2."*%2"
%)".1"$%0("M($%)09"d,+)2"'+,(".1".2$(1"*+;(>"(0%M,("-(/(2+D.)"+1.4)0"2$(".42*%0(".;"2$("5()";.1";.1+/(9"
g-(1&1.@0%)/>"M.1(0.="+)0"M+11()"5()*"+1("2$("=.*2"&.==.)"&+4*(*".;"M($+-%.1+,"51.M,(=*9

!(&1"V,"a"!#*+",X(!'U*A<3*&-(63(*;35B32*-(3-*&1I3*-*E-BI)-(2*'<-'*>($9123:*-7>&3*:>-B3*;$(*:-;3*
3D3(B1:3@*;$(-63@*:%5&16<'@*3-('<*-52*9363'-8$5*'<-'*1:*(36%&-(&)*-9-1&-E&3*'$*'<3*E1(2:*?<35*:%>3(91:32C
i.1"1(/4,+1"(P(1&%*(>"6c7"*C9"T"5(1"M%10"F+)"+1(+"+M.42"6J"T"P"6c"T"5(1"M%10K"%*"1(C4%1(09"i.41"M%10*"@%,,"
)((0"+&&(**"2."+"7J"T"P"cJ"T";()&(0"+1(+"%)"2$("8+109"f;"2$(1("%*")."+&&(**"2."+",+1/(1"1+)/(E"(P(1&%*("8+10>"
6<"*C9";((2".;"a..1"*5+&("=%)%=4="5(1"M%10"F+)"+1(+"7"T"P"7"T"5(1"M%10K"%)"2$("5()"=4*2"M("51.-%0(09"
-9FJCF8U"<";((2".;"51%-+&8";()&%)/"51(-()2*""+)0"0%*&.41+/(*"4)%)-%2(0"$4=+)"+)0"+)%=+,"-%*%2.1*9"f2"+,*."
51.=.2(*"2$("*+;(28"+)0"*(&41%28".;"2$("M%10*"+)0")(%/$M.1*9
&EFQE^CJ,6G7FQ:U,#$%&'()*"+1("%)C4%*%D-("+)0"-.1+&%.4*"(+2(1*".;"-(/(2+D.)"+)0"=+)8".1)+=()2+,"
/+10()"5,+)2*"&+)"M("2.P%&"2."2$(=9"l(+1)"@$%&$".;"8.41"5,+)2*"=%/$2"M("$+1=;4,"+)0";()&("2$(=".b".1"
M(U(1"8(2"1(5,+&("2$(="@%2$"*+;("+)0")421%D.4*"5,+)2*9
+9JHACQBU"#$%&'()*"+1("*4*&(5DM,("2."2$(T>"-+)0+,%*="+)0"51(0+2.1*"+)0")((0"2."M("*(&41(,8"*$42"%)"2$("
&..5"+2")%/$29"A(&41%28"&+=(1+*>",%/$2*"+)0"M+M8"=.)%2.1*"+1("+,*."$%/$,8"1(&.==()0(0"0(2(11()2*9

/!$]*'*&1,1$$',#(!"
-$$',V,[()"!
i1(*$";..0"+)0"@+2(1"+1("1(C4%1(0"0+%,8"+)0"*$.4,0"M("+-+%,+M,("+2"+,,"D=(*9"h+8>"/1+%)"+)0"51(5+1(0"
;((0"*$.4,0"M(";1(*$3,(**"2$+)".)("8(+1".,0"+)0";1((".;"=.,0>"%)*(&2*".1".2$(1"&.)2+=%)+)2*9"o+%,8"
%)2+'("*$.4,0"%)&,40(_"<J"]")421%D.)+,,8"M+,+)&(0>"51(5+1(0";((0"+551.51%+2(";.1"2$("+/(".;"M%10>"HJ]"
*&1+2&$"F&1+&'(0"&.1)>".+2*>"M,+&'".%,"*4)a.@(1"*((0*>"=%,.>"M+1,(8K"HJ]";1(*$"F)421%D.4*";..0*"+)0"2+M,("
*&1+5*3&+4D.)>"2.P%&_".)%.)>"+-.&+0.*>"&$.&.,+2(K9"A455,(=()2*_".8*2(1"*$(,,".1",%=(*2.)(";.1"&+,&%4=>"
/1+)%2("/1%2";.1"0%/(*D.)>"=%)(1+,"*+,2".1"/1.4)0"*+,2",%&'*9"#$%&'()*"01%)'"6!H"&45*".;"@+2(1"+"0+89
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i((0"*$.4,0"M("*2.1(0"%)*%0("1.0()2!51..;"&.)2+%)(1*"%)"+"&..,>"018"+1(+"%)+&&(**%M,("2."+)%=+,*9"A2.1(0"
;((0M+/*"*$.4,0"M("1.2+2(0"2."()*41("2$+2";((0"%*"+,@+8*";1(*$9"i..0"2$+2"%*"4)(+2()".1"*5%,,(0"*$.4,0"M("
1(=.-(0";1.="+)%=+,"()&,.*41(*"0+%,89

+$#*(0,&""'+,
W(=5(1+=()2"+)0"*.&%+,"*214&241(*".;"+)%=+,*"*$.4,0"M("2+'()"%)2."+&&.4)2>"+)0"*(5+1+2("+1(+*"*$.4,0"
M("51.-%0(0";.1"%)&.=5+DM,("M%10*9

]"),#(!"
l.&+2("+"-(2(1%)+18"&,%)%&")(+1M8"2$+2"@%,,"*(("&$%&'()*"M(;.1(".)("%*")((0(0351(;(1+M,8".)("2$+2"
*5(&%+,%X(*"%)"+-%+)"&+1(9"#$%&'()*"+1("@(,&.=("%)"%)&1(+*%)/")4=M(1*".;"&%28"&,%)%&*9"#$(&'"-(2"
M+&'/1.4)0*"+2"$U5_EE@@@9-(2=(09*2+2(9=)94*Eo(;+4,29+*5PR2+M%0j?JI9"
h+-("+)"%*.,+D.)"+1(+".1"1..=8"&+11%(1"+)0"$(+D)/"5+0";.1"*%&'".1"%)Q41(0"M%10*9"#1%D&+,E(=(1/()&8"V1*2"
+%0"*455,%(*"*$.4,0"M("'(52>"%)&,40%)/"1.,,"/+4X(>"/+4X("5+0*>"2+5(>"-(2"@1+5>"M,..0!*2.5"5.@0(1>"
+)DM%.D&".%)2=()2>"+)DM+&2(1%+,"*&14M"+)0"*.,4D.)>"+)0"M+)0+/("*&%**.1*9""

+(&*)()*$&
k+)41("+)0"@(2"M(00%)/"*$.4,0"M("1(=.-(0";1.="2$("&..5"+)0"+)%=+,";((0%)/"+)0",.4)/%)/"+1(+*"0+%,89"
W$.1.4/$>"&.=5,(2("&,(+)%)/".;"@+,,*"+)0"5(1&$(*>"1(=.-+,".;"+,,"M(00%)/>"+)0"0%*%);(&D)/".;"2$("&..5"
+)0";41)%*$%)/*"*$.4,0"M("0.)("+2",(+*2".)&("+"8(+19"u((5%)/"*$(,2(1"+1(+*"&,(+)"+)0"018"@%,,"$(,5"
51(-()2"M+&2(1%+>";4)/%>"%)*(&2*>"1.0()2*>"(2&9"[.0()2",(-(,*"@%,,"M("=%)%=%X(0"M8"'((5%)/"+,,";((0"%)"
1.0()2!51..;"&.)2+%)(1*"+)0"1(=.-%)/"*5%,,(0".1"4)(+2()";..0"51.=52,89"l%U(1"&+)"M("0.4M,("M+//(0"+)0"
0%*5.*(0".;"+*"*.,%0"@+*2(".1"&.=5.*2(0>"M42"&.=5.*D)/"=4*2"M("0.)("%)"+)"+1(+"@$(1("&$%&'()*"@%,,"
).2"*&1+2&$";.1"+2",(+*2"+"8(+19
h.4*%)/"+)%=+,*"%)"*5+&%.4*>"&,(+)"+)0"1(,+D-(,8"04*2!;1(("()-%1.)=()2*"@%,,"'((5"2$(="$(+,2$8"+)0"@%,,"
=%)%=%X("$4=+)"(P5.*41("2."%);(&D.4*"0%*(+*(9"

Sources: 
Poultry Your Way: A Guide to Management Alternatives for the Upper Midwest, Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture, 2005
Standards of Care for Chickens, Adapted from Standards of Care for Farmed Animals, The Association Of 
Sanctuaries (TAOS). Edited by Chicken Run Rescue. 6/2008, revised 4/7/09
Poultry Housing Considerations for Low Input Small Scale Producers, David Sullenberger, TimeWarrior Farm 
Chronicle Special Reports, Revision E, fall 2003
Building Chicken Coops: Storey Country Wisdom Bulletin A-224, Gail Damerow, 1999
Chicken Health Handbook, Gail Damerow, 1994
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